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TOPOGRAPHICAL MAPS
What is a topographic map?
A topographic map is a detailed and accurate illustration of man-made and natural

features on the ground such as roads, railways, power transmission lines, contours,

elevations, rivers, lakes and geographical names.

The topographic map is a two-dimensional representation of the Earth’s three-
dimensional landscape. You can use contour lines from a map to create a topographical

map as demonstrated below.
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